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Customizing Ultra Edit: One man’s opinion

When describing Firefox I tell people, "The major advantage of Firefox is that it has zillions and
zillions of extensions.” And, "The major disadvantage of Firefox is that there are zillions and
zillions of addons.”

Well the same thing can be said about Ultra Edit. It is the most flexible, most configurable editor
you will work with. And that can drive you completely and totally nuts.

Setting up Ultra Edit can make you think of Law and Order:
There are two difficult and equally important questions — “Can I change this?”
and “How do | go about making the change?” Ta Dumm...

With that in mind, | am writing this to record the changes | made to my copy of Ultra Edit. If you
made other changes to your copy of UE that you think others might profit from, please post your
experience on Support.Signature.net. Share the wealth.

Get Ultra Edit from UltraEdit.com. Just like Firefox, the problem with UE is that they keep
improving it and, as new goodies are added, screens change. As a result the customization you
did with the last version may still be possible with the new, but it's not likely to be done the same
way using the same screens in the same menus!

Next check out the Download page on the Signature.net web site:
http://www.signature.net/download/Internet%20Basic%20Development%20Platform. Be sure to
review the Internet Basic Development Platform folder. Make sure you read the 'Readme.htm
document. You may safely ignore all the “NEW” excitement. Nothing here is NEW, but some
will be useful.

The IBSTALL.EXE program modifies UE and adds a bunch of tools that make developing
programs easier.

If you are using, or plan to use, Comet 32 you will want to update the Ultra Edit configuration
and install the C32 compilation tool. If you are running version 10 or higher of Ultra Edit, you
will run BlinstallForComet32.exe. If you are running version 9, you must use
IBInstallForComet32.zip and follow the instructions in the IReadMe.txt file.

You are now ready to start customizing Ultra Edit. Begin with the Advanced menu:

VAN

S Be21SSH M [ S 6 8 2y SHFO s

Page 1 of 7


www.Support.Signature.net
http://www.ultraedit.com/
http://www.signature.net/download/Internet%20Basic%20Development%20Platform

May 2009

Select the Configuration sub-menu choice.

@ File Edit Search Insert View Format Column Macro Scnptmg | Advanced | Window Help

You’ll be greeted with lots, and lots, and lots of choices.

Configuration —

Find:

@ [ Allow low ASCII values to be entered (usually control codes)

Navigate: Dtbelaguﬂundbtﬂm-ﬂismayhmcaushampafommonlager
8 Editor a i
Search F E]Usememaybtﬁasfotedhg-cmhampefmquylaneﬁul
. you have enough memory
Spell Checker
@)- File Handling [] Allow editing of text files with HEX 00's without converting them to spaces
- File Associations i ) ]
- File Types 3 Load/restore printer settings
(- Editor Display ESC key hides output window when visible
Application Layout _
Toolbars / Menus Grouped undo
-Directories [] Auto-save modified documents when application loses focus
Key Mapping
FTP e

[ ok _J[ Conce ]| eow

Under File Handling you find File Associations. Here are mine:

f e
Configuration
Find:
- i l Go l Associations: File types/extensions
ibr Intemet Basic Report -
Navigate: bs Intemet B“_: So Add
c3 Spell Checker - :“C Intemet Basic Include o
@) File Handling ‘b Text Settings
[ Fic Associations A Jocment
File Types o
- Editor Display e
- Application Layout

@) Toolbars / Menus

m

Specfytheﬁetypes/e:dummaywwﬁnobeopu\edaumwcdybyﬂu

Directories program when double clicked in
:Te:Mappmg You may select an extension from the list or type in a new one.
‘. Scripting

1]

Integrate with Explorer as: &UtraEdit

ok ) [ Cancad ][ ooy | [ _Heo ]
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File Associations, as | understand it, will get you syntax coloring (a feature that I really like), but
will not give you the ability to filter the Open File Dialogue. That’s in File Types under File
Handling:

Configuration

Find:
@ File Names (e.g. =. TXT):

Navigate:

[#)- Spell Checker 2 File Descriptions §.e. Text Files):
- File Handling
File Associations

i
i Types A |

Editor Display .5:'.INC:'.IBFI
- Application Layout config ~ini

+ ==

m
=

Toolbars / Menus
Directories

Key Mapping
FTP
Scripting

On the subject of Syntax highlighting — in the past UE used a file called WordFile.txt to define
the syntax highlighting. Signature Systems provides a nicely customized WordFile.txt file.
Unfortunately when we were not looking IDM Corp changed the way this scheme works. The
recent versions of UE use a file called languagename.UEW -- Internet Basic.UEW in our case. |
built mine by cutting and pasting the Internet Basic block of code in the provided WordFile.txt.
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You need to tell Ultra Edit where you have stashed the Internet Basic. UEW file. | elected to put
it in the Program Files folder where previous versions of UE looked for the WordFile.txt file but
| expect it could be stored anywhere.

Configuration ﬁ
Find: Full directory path for wordfiles:
@ C:\Program Files\IDM Computer Solutions\Ultra Edit \wordfiles E]
Navigate: ) V| Enable syntax coloring
+- File Handling - I it Selecaion
File Associations [ v] [ Open ]
o o Color Selection Fortt Styles
=) Editor Display =
Advanced s Color Group: e
Code Folding 3 [ Normal Text ~] o o
Cursor/Caret Color: Backipanid

Formatting
Hex Edit Display
Miscellaneous
| Syntax Highlighting | - V] Background color automatic [ : ]
-

L@ Annlication | avout

The syntax highlighting scheme gets seriously mixed up when it encounters Hex variables,
@00@, in the source code. Seriously mixed up. I elected to REMOVE the Escape Char = @
from the first line in the Internet Basic block and the coloring scheme seems to work much
better.

/L8"Internet Basic" Line Comment = ! Nocase Escape Char = @ File Extensions = IBS INC

Now comes the fun part; putting the Comet tools on the toolbar. I did it, but I’'m not at all sure I
put them in the right place or on the “right” menu.

For more information on syntax coloring see
http://www.ultraedit.com/support/tutorials power tips/ultraedit/add a wordfile.html

Oh yes, there is the feature on UE that | had not seen before called Select Environment. I don’t
think this has anything to do with Global Climate change. Really, I don’t understand what it
does. I can tell you it messes up your toolbars.

‘7@7 UltraEdit - [Editd]
_@ File Edit Search Insert View Format Column Macro Scripting Advanced Window Help

B e . [F- W N NN WS W= AETRE AR W ey W

Notepad Re}:ﬂ;:;rnent

Power User

f: Editl1 X
g v Programmer
LE i ABEL System Administrator 1 AL 50 ,..., 60 ,,., o

1 . B
Technical Writer
Web Developer
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Here’s where I stuffed the Comet tools:

@) UltraEdit - [Editl]

‘@ File Edit Search

-
-

I think the IBINSTALL tool on the Signature Web site adds the tools to Ultra Edit. Here’s where
they get stored. It’s up to you to get them onto a toolbar (if you want them on a toolbar) Start
here:

Configuration
Find:
(Go| [l Customze Toobar | [ Customize Menus |
Navigate:
& File Handling - | Customize Popup Menu |
File Associations
- File Types

&) Editor Display
Application Layout
- Toolbars / Menus

Customization

m

: ML Toolbar
- Web Search
Management
i - Miscellaneous
" Directaries

Click the Customize Toolbar button. Do not despair:
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@ Toolbar Configuration - [Programmer] u
Toolbars: [7]Large Buttons New Toolbar:
24 MAIN -~ 4
&) select Environment P _
4 Go to last position Commands:
% Go to next position Separator -
Create a new document Q Add Help Files ‘g]
{_ Open an existing document 38 Add Indents to selected lines —
{_J Close the active document +2 Advanced Sort
& save active document %2 Append a macro file
—- Separator Sz Arrange icons at the bottom of the win
4 Print the active document | - g Artistic Style
J Display view of file as it will be printed - 3 ASCII Table
Choose font (L« ]| 5§ ascr window
Separator & Backup Project/Workspace
[5] View as highiighting file type E] 5] Backup/Restore User Customizations
= Separator = Bookmark Window
=% Toggle Word-Wrap mode Abe Capitalize first character of each word
Separator E| Center Align Paragraph
T3 Toggle between HEX and ASCII editing modes §3 Center Justify
Separator A3l Change selected text to lower case
ﬁTogdeCoumModeedib’ng 0 Change selected text to upper case
- Separator =% Change the printer and printing options |
«@ Compare two files Check for Updates
Separator Clear All Bookmarks o
% Cut the selection and put it on the Clipboard & Close Al Files
2 Copy the selection and put it on the Clipboard 4=y Close all files except active file
15 Paste Clipboard contents !" Close Project/Workspace
—-- Separator 5~ Collapse Al B
1 Search Box 3 Color Qalactar
Ll i Conaratnr < I m J ’ L
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Click on, and close, the MAIN menu and things get simpler:

@ Toolbar Configuration - [Programmer]

Toolbars: [ Large Buttons

24 MAIN

B

#'1 User Tool 1
/' User Tool 4
/% User Tool 5
/% User Tool 6

54 Coding

24 Web Search

New Toolbar:

o

Commands:

Separator
&8 Add Help Files
35 Add Indents to selected lines
.éAdvmoedSort
%2 Append a macro file
== Arrange icons at the bottom of the win

[ »

I put the “clearly labeled”(?) buttons on the equally clearly labeled CTAG toolbar. Is this the best

place? | have no clue. I can report it works.

Now you ask: “Where can I find User Tool 1 and its friends?”” Just remember your alphabet and
scroll down the Commands window. Down and down and down.
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@ Toolbar Configuration - [Programmer]
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Toolbars:

(| Large Buttons

24 MAIN
EE|ctags
&1 User Tool 1
/i User Tool 4
#% User Tool 5
/% User Tool 6
24 Coding

24 Web Search

KN
(2]

v

New Toolbar:

Commands:

#1 User Tool 10
#4; User Tool 11
#15 User Tool 12
/1 User Tool 13
/4 User Tool 14
/1% User Tool 15
21, User Tool 16
/13 User Tool 17
#1; User Tool 18
#1; User Tool 19

2 11eae Tanl 2

; User Template 8 -
, User Template 9

See? And see the arrow thingies? Now all you need to know is which tool does what. The names
and the icons in this window are so very unhelpful. As you can see | selected only some of the

handy Comet tools. Enjoy.

I thought this was a nice change so | made it to my copy and I pass it on:

@) Editor Display

(- Application Layout

= Toolbars / Menus
Customization
HTML Toolbar
Web Search
Management

Miscellaneous

Directories

m

Configuration u
Find:
@ ["] Project menu on main menu
— [V] Recent files list on file menu
(#)- File Handling -
File Associations Number of recent files on File Menu: 16
File Types

["] Clear recent document/project and search/replace histories on exit

Steve Auerbach
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